
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC I WASH. I FEBRUARY 7, 1982 
r tt: Obscur~ I"for..,o-1 id,..-s~ fll~ 

35 Years Of U Fos Not all sightings 

BySAMSMITH 
c_ ... ,...._ 

WASHINGTON - For 3S years now, 
rt'porls have persisted of pulsating 
dgar-shaped obje-cts hovering over 
•" fields and strange Jlght.s dancing 
In moonless alties, like Fred Aaalrt 
and Gincer Rogers. 

Thert have been thcR wbo daim 
ltley have the physical evidence, like 
photogrAphs lhow ing what ap~ar to be 
landing strips for spaceships on Perv­
•lan mountalntops and drawincs of 
alien being~ on cave "·alls and comingl­
ed with ancient Ecyptlan 
hierl'glyphlc:s. 

Tbfore have bffn those who claifll to' 
have the usual proof, like Betty HiU of 
Portsmouth, N.ll., who uld she was 
chased by a flying obje-ct one night 20 
yurs ago. l..ater under hypnosil, she 
told ol eleven t';-foot tall creatures, 
&ray, hairless with larce eyes and -nO 
ears and 1fiearing creen unifonns 
(nidcntly a ttood color for aliens 1 tak­
Ing her into their c,..ft, where ahe 
received a physical examination. It's 
not clear. though, whether she passed. 

And there ha\'e been tho~ "·ho may 
hue experient'ed too much, like 
Frederich Valentich, a »year-old 
Australian pilot whose plane disa~ 
pea red in 19;7 shortly after he reported 
aeiug a mysterious objed 1rhile he 
was nying . Just before ha radio went 
,dead, Valentit'h reported that the large 
1rren object appeared \o be "playing 
cames" with his plane. 

Valentich 's father uld, at the tlm~. 
he tllpeMed that tht: auens wanteo to 
keep his son for a " ·eek or t•·o for obser­
vation But Valrntlch never turned up. 

At'tually, much of this heavenly ai­
trntion got g"lng in earnest in lt47, 
when a man named Kenneth Amold, 
pllotin~ a plane in the Pacific Nor· 
th~·cst. said he was buu.ed by nine pie­
atu.ped ohjects 

Amold told a reporter of his es· 
perience nle rerorh:r called them Dy­
Ing saucers and, prompted b)· a public 
that began Sl"fing lit;hts flashing hither 
and yon, the government kicked off its · 
23-yt'ar Investigation of unidentified 
Dying objects, officially called ':Pro­
ject Blur book." 

Societies to chart UF'Os sprang up, 
one of the largest appearing In 
Evanston, Ill., where J . Alien Hynek, 
the fof"'ler a!lltron?any drpar!Jntrlt 
head at Northwestern Unh·erslt>:.' · 
directs the Cent er for UJo'O Studies, lec­
turrs 11nd monitors UFO slghtlngs , 
aboutl,OOO every year, he uys. , 

futuristic movies auch as ''Star 
Wars" 11nd "Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind" tHynek coined the phrase, 
.-hkh means encounters y,1th alien be· 
ingsl have kept public interest high, 
and increasingly reporb hll\'e surfaced 
of respected aclentists obsening 
strange nbjtcts in the sky. · 

Even former a11tronaut Gordon 
~r aaid he believes u.·as have. 
risitrd Earth, and former President 
Jlmmy Dirtl'r rerortcd sceinc UFO!' 
GM nibrht in Geoq~ia before he became 
prnldent. 

1be government, howner, •ut ·~ 
pears to be urK"On\'inced. 

The Reapn administration, In Its 

ne; .eoateaded tllat 
.tit Ill t,be.plaDeta 011 oae . 
tide Of t.he IWl, tbeir collec· 
tive lflvit)' would act .OD 
llae JUD, causing 1Dte11se 
erupUons, or "'flares," that 
throw out bJ&HAer&Y parti-
des. . . .. 

Earthquakes . 

budt ~utting mania, recently killed a 
NAS11 program aimed at finding ex­
traterrestrial intelligence. The pro­
cram, about one year from completion, 
Involved searching the unh·erse for 
ndio signals from advanced civill&a· 
Uons. 

nae S-yf'Br-old effort, though, always 
was controversial and three )'f'ars ago 
earned a "Golden Fleece" award from 
Sen. William Proxmire, D-Wis., for 
1overnment waste. 

'11 Is hard enough 
to find intelligent 
life right here In 
Washington.' 

- Sen. William 
Proxmire 

"lt is hard enough \o find intelligent 
life right here tn WA"hincton." Pro•· 
mire said at the time. 

As a the case In other .,.rts of the 
tountry, those shiny ye-llow football· 
shaped obje-cts, and gret>n egg-shaped 
ones, and blue and white fish<'d-shaped 
ones 1fiith flashing. blinking or 
pulsating lights seem to have !pent 
aome time hovering around the Chicago 
area. 

Locked away In the bowels of the Na­
tional Archives are hundreds of repo11.1 
of UF'O sighllngs in the C'licago area 
among 20,000 nationwide from the Pro­
ject Bluebook files . 

Witnes", fnr example. an Air Foree 
major on the city's f'o:orthwest Side v.·ho 
followed a seric~ of lights that formed a 
trianglr. And a suburban Crete, Ill., 
fanner • ·ho " ·atcht>d an object ho\·er 
and thrn dart away. Chicago area 
cilizens had uro stories lo tell the 
covrrnment that ranked with the most 
bizarre 011 record. ......... ~~--~ .. 
'He was ... dressed 
In a green, one-piece 
suit .•. but I 
couldn't see much. 
He blended in with 
the grass.' 

-qhicago woman 

And ye~. there wen: little 'reftl men. 
On Lake. Shore Drive, no less . . 

The 1fioman "'ho uw UK-m, according 
to the l•ir t•orce investigator •·ho Inter· 
viewl'd her. • ·as "culturrd.'' She 1poke 
aeveral lanl!uaces, he wrote In his 
report. and she lectured widely nn 
psychology. ~laybe a hint, he must 
have thuught, to • ·hat she claim• to 
bave ~n that sprint: night In Jl$4 as 
lhe peered east fr11111 the picture win­
dow of her apartment. 

Jt •·as a .. .,_rachute-llke object, •• ahe 
uld. that 11kimmed acrou the water-

moUom er tbe ·peat& 1bal 
form the planet's IW'face, or 
would change 11obaJ wind 
pattern~. · iDereuing frictiOn 
between air and the Earth. 

1be resulting drag OD 
tbe Earth would tben tn­
duee catutrophic earth· 
quakes. 
.. Many readers accepted 

these arguments as valid, 
'lbese, the autlaors llld, 

, would affect t.he . Earth's 
JDagDetie ·field. tDduetng a 
~-ue tbat_ wou_kl altl!r tbe 

· says tbe analysis,' because of 
the .. apparent prof eiBioDal 
quallf.lcat.ion.s" of the au­
~ ~ h•tl doctorati!S. 

were explained ·· 

front near Belmont Harbor. The obje-ct 
was Vf'ry bright and hovered for a while 
before ~ttlng down in the parkland ad­
jacent to Lake Michigan. 

This Is what she said she saw next : 
"Somebody aot out. He " 'AS short, but 
utural in structure, dressed In a green, 
Oftf-1llece swt with a simple tight-fitting 
head and chin head-dress. He 1fialked 
11p and down the Jakeshore, but I 
couldn't aee too much. He blended In 
wtUI the crus." 

The Investigator's response 1fias not 
Included In the eiji!ht-page report, even 
though Hynek maintains lt wouldn't 
have mattered since he claims the Air 
Force's mi!'.Sion in Project Bluebook 
1fias to find a logical upla~tion for 
nery UFO sightinl . 

They apparently could not in thls 
caw. "Unellplained," was the way the 
entry read . 

1bt aovemmrnl, llkewile. didn't 
really uplain what MaJ . John EleveJd 
Jr. claimed he satr one night ln June 
J~%. . 

Elneld. according to the Projed 
Bluebooll report, uw b•o utremely 
bright lights he was unfamiliar with 
Dear Foster and Harlem Avenue.~ in 
Chicago, and watched as they moved 
&lowly northtrest, where they were join­
ed by a third bricht light near •·hat &a 
now O'Hare International Airport !at . 
that time a military airfirld 1. 

The three light~. now mo\·lng more 
quickly, formed a triangle, th~n moved 
into single file again and disa.,peared In 
an instant. · 

According \o the files, the Nor­
theastern Illinois skies were busy that 
month in li52 • ·ith strange lights and 
~~- . 

On North Linder Place, aeveral 
members of a family said they uw an 
e&&-shapcd object, yelloll'ish. extreme· 
ly bright and sporting a long red tail, 
making large circles, at high speed, 
around a commercial aircraft. 

That same week. a Broad vie•·. Ill ., 
man said hf observed thrff slow­
moving brittht lights form a "V," hover 
above an aircraft mo\·ing at jet speeds 
and then flash Into the night. 

About the aamr time, according to 
the files. three airmen from O'Hare, in· 
eluding a \'eteran staff serge11nt. wat­
ched a polished 1ilver and blue oval o~ 
ject hover . then accelerate quickly and 
disapprar . 

Tbty t'heckrd the radar logs but 
found no planes, military or commer­
cial. repnrted in the area at the time. 

Bad news for some, 
but good for others 

ITHACA. N.Y. rUPil - A Cornell 
Unl\·erslty poultry spt'cialist says the 
outlook for 1982 is not esPfi"iall~· rosy 
for farmers but good for consumers. 

Dan L. Cunnlngham says record 
craln crop production last ~·rar should 
help kffp f~ cD.'Its do"'" this year. 

The auistAnt professor o( poultry 
and avian aciencn says broiler price.t 
art n~cted to .trengthen alighUy 
from last year's levels and producers 
are plaMing to n.,_nd production by 
allout one ~runt. 

a.e iD utropbysics -and the 
otber iD utronomy. 

But tbe K.ttt Peat analy­
Jds aid that -..cientists have 
bee11 untversally critical of 
1be the9ry... 'Ibe scientists 
•Y the planets are so small 
relative to the sun llld so 
distant from Jt that their 
JravitationaJ effect on the 
eolar IW'face Js negligible, 
even when all are on the 
Mme side of the sun. 

?. 


